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growing both by immigration and by natural increase, with an c

extremely high birth-rate, especially among the predominant t

races of Italians, Spaniards, and "native" Argentines 
so-called, coupled with a very low general, and still I

lower infant and child, mortality. In 20 years the 

population has more than doubled itself and last year had t

reached a total of 895.000 The general death-rate which 
in the " eighties had been as high as 27, has steadily (

fallen during the last decade from 19’ 0 to 15-6 per 1000. t

The birth-rate, after having averaged 40 for a number of (

years, has sunk to 35 3, but the infant mortality has gone (

down from 140 to no more than 80 per 1000 live births, while ]

the child population, or number under five years of age, was 
137,000, equal to 155 per 1000 of all ages, the proportion in 
England and Wales being 136. The death-rates from the 
two diseases or groups of diseases most fatal to infant life
had fallen-that from diarrhoea, &c., from 56 to 19, and that 
from bronchitis, pneumonia, &c., from 38’57 to 15 - 94 per 1000
living under two years of age. Every disease in any way pre- ]
ventable by hygienic measures is steadily declining, though 1
some are still higher than they might be, as tuberculosis 

(22-0) and typhoid fever (2’20), the figures for London being
17’3and 1’44 per 10,000 inhabitants respectively, that from
diphtheria, on the other hand, being 2  39, against
3’46 for London. Every people of Europe and America
with some from Asia and Africa is represented among the
immigrants and on an average half of these new-comers

marry into other nationalities than their own, giving rise to a
singularly mixed race. But the Italians and Spaniards come
in overwhelming numbers-e.g., last year 42,358 Italians and
21,917 Spaniards, equal to 64,275 out of a total of 75,227
immigrants, so that the Argentine proper may be looked on
as essentially a blend of these two and the fertility of the two
pure and mixed races is remarkable, families of from 15 to
20 being of not infrequent occurrence. Montevideo, on the
opposite shore of the mouth of the Rio de la Plata, holds a
position among South American towns second to Buenos
Ayres only, but Santiago de Chili in the same latitude and
enjoying one of the most perfect climates in the world is
at the same time one of the unhealthiest cities in every way.

THE TAMWORTH TOWN COUNCIL AND THE
REPORT OF ITS MEDICAL OFFICER

OF HEALTH.

ACCORDING to the Tamworth Mercury of June llth the
mayor of that borough has recently had reason to deplore
"a repetition of those extremely unpleasant scenes in the
past which made that council improperly, if he might say
so, but at any rate undesirably, famous throughout the

country." The occasion for the outbursts referred to appears
to have been " the action of the medical officer of health in

sending his annual report to the Local Government Board and
the county council without first intimating to this council his
intention to do so," an omission which, in the opinion of the
sanitary and streets Committee, was " discourteous to the
committee." We have not yet received a copy of the report
in question and so far as we can judge, seeing that the com-
mittee is apparently disinclined to print it, we are not likely
to do so. But as the merits of the report do not really arise
this point is immaterial and, moreover, the account in the
Tamworth Mercury throws some interesting sidelights upon
the unwillingness of the committee to have the report
printed. It is curious that a local administering body which
has risen to the dignity of a town council should not have
been accurately informed as to what is the precise position of
the medical officer of health with respect to his annual report
and what are his instructions relative thereto. Doubtless the
town council could have ascertained all the facts from its
town clerk, but it would seem that the mayor, who "will

always try to prevent the town from being governed by

officials as it had been," was too proud to seek advice from
the proper quarter. In these circumstances it may be well that
we should draw attention to Article 16 of the Order of the
Local Government Board which was issued on March 23rd,
1891. This Order provides that when giving information to-
the Local Government Board of the outbreak of infectious
disease or transmitting to it a copy of his annual report or
of any special report he must give the like information or
transmit a copy of such report to the county council or
county councils of the county or counties within which his
district may be situated. Obviously, therefore, Dr. H. J.

Fausset, the medical officer of health, had no alternative but
to submit at once a copy of his report to the Local
Government Board. Had that Board wished for the reports
of medical officers of health as "revised" by the local
authorities it would doubtless have asked for this in its
Order and in that case it would never have learnt that
’’ the work of inspection of the borough with regard to the
removal of nuisances required more attention." Possibly
this may be one of the paragraphs which it was the object
of a defeated amendment to omit but whether or not this
is the case the country will now know that things are not
as they should be at Tamworth. We gather, too, from Mr.
Dewes, one of the councillors who supported the medical
officer of health, that there is much truth in the report
and that it should not be tampered with because such
reports "ought to be ungarbled and unaltered but ex-

press straightforwardly " the views of the medical officer
of health on the sanitary condition of the borough. As

Mr. Dewes pertinently observed, the council could not

absolve the medical officer of health "from his duty
to send his report to the Local Government Board." The
medical officer of health is, Mr. Dewes added, the "eye" "

of the Local Government Board, which body looked to him
for an independent report. Alderman Hare agreed with Mr.
Dewes and in his view the action of the committee suggested
the idea that there was something in the report which
was incorrect. He considered it "an excellent report with
nothing at all wrong about it." Having now obtained the
report both the Local Government Board and the county
council may be anxious for the observations of the Tamworth
town council upon some of its passages. Possibly it may
select those two passages which were the subject of the
amendment. The town council has clearly made a mistake
and it would do well at its next meeting to acknowledge

: frankly the fact to Dr. Fausset.

POISONING BY ILLUMINATING GAS.

 ATTENTION to the important matter of poisoning by
s illuminating gas, of which 290 fatal cases occurred in New
L York city alone in 1901, is drawn by Dr. W. G. Thompson in
I a paper read at the recent annual meeting of the Associa-
; tion of American Physicians held at Washington in May
; and published in American Medicine of May 28th. Dr.
} Thompson’s investigations were undertaken to determine

the cause of death and of certain symptoms that are
- characteristic of poisoning by illuminating gas. A brief

account of some of these symptoms was published, with

illustrative cases, in THE LANCET of Oct. llth, 1902. The
series of cases studied by Dr. Thompson include 90, of

i which 17 were fatal. It is estimated that in New York
t probably 2000 cases of poisoning by gas occur annually.
1 This is due to the prevalent use of the gas stove and
e to the ignorance of the foreign population going into
f the city. The deleterious effect of the gas on the
t blood, when inhaled, is due to one of its constituents,
e carbon monoxide, which firmly combines with the hsemo-
s globin of the red corpuscles and thus deprives the blood of

its normal oxygen-absorbing power. But, adds Dr. Thompson,
y the action of the carbon monoxide upon the nervous system


